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Philosophy ≠ Sneeze

§ The purpose of Philosophy of Technology is to examine and expose the 
parasitic vacuity at the heart of technological culture-- Albert Borgmann

§ Philosophy Of Technology thinks through with care the effect the things 
humans make have on human society. 

§ As Winston Churchill said, We shape our buildings, and afterwards our 
buildings shape us.

§ As the things we make increase in power, sophistication, and opacity, this 
question is becoming more and more pressing. 

z
Why Philosophy of Technology Of and 

For Digital Humanities?

§ At its inception, philosophy was a new critical approach of 
thinking about the nature of things that offered opportunities for 
new perspectives that challenged the status quo.

§ Philosophy was born in a time of increased social change, 
cultural diffusion, and eventually, in the person of Socrates, was 
the only social institution that had the faculties to challenge the 
descent into un-democratic demagoguery in ancient Athens.

z
Why Philosophy of Technology Of and 

For Digital Humanities?
§ I posit that we find a friend in philosophy to help us think through our 

current time of increased social change, cultural diffusion, and the descent 
into un-democratic “post-truth” media-infused demagoguery. Philosophy 
can help us think through our own current social-cultural shifts—we are 
living in a time of a conflict of interpretations, and philosophy offers a 
powerful method to engage these conflicts.

§ A Friend: What does it mean to be a good friend (to wisdom)? Someone 
who carefully listens and takes concerted efforts to understand an 
other…someone who is there to help you think though the tough questions 
when things get weird. And, my friends, we are living in an incredibly weird 
time. “The most thought provoking thing about this thought provoking time 
is that people aren’t thinking,” said Martin Heidegger.
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Some Guiding Questions

§ What ontological status do realities underwritten by technological 

programs have?

§ Am I an “am”, or am I my (meta)data?

§ How does the increased power of big-data-driven surveillance alter 

the relation of the individual to the state?

§ How should the benefits and burdens of technology be distributed? 

What tide raises which ships? Equity?

§ Technology: Freedom to, or freedom from, or a little bit of both?

z
Hans Jonas: Nutshell

§ Seeing the atom bomb as a type of singularity, he argued that 
we need to rethink our entire ethical framework. Interesting as 
we seem to be on the threshold of another type of singularity: 
that of the AI singularity.

§ What effect does AI have on human society?

z
Martin Heidegger: Nutshell

§ Martin Heidegger: The essence of technology is not something 
technical, but rather is in the manner of engaging/enframing the 
world and other people: seeing other people—and the world—as 
resources standing in reserve for techno-scientific domination 
and control is the essence of modern technology. 

§ What effect does big–data collection, “human resources”, 
equating forests to “raw materials” have on society?

z
Marshall McLuhan: Nutshell

§ “The medium is the message”. The manner in which meaning is 
conveyed can be more important than the meaning conveyed. 
Perhaps an update of his wisdom kernel: “Metadata is the 
message”. As a byproduct of information hyper-saturation, the 
only viable way to make sense of this information is through 
metadata.

§ In what ways do electronic methods of communication shape 
human interactions, expectations, and information-seeking?
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Langdon Winner: Nutshell

§ Investigated whether or not technical artefacts have political 
realities / discriminations built into them. 

§ If we suppose that they do, then we eliminate the possibility that 
future use can reshape what was originally designed.

§ Is it more important how something is made, or is it more 
important how something is used?

z
Link to Annotated Bibliography For Selected 

Resources—Will Add To It In Time

§https://tinyurl.com/yaej6dt8
§ jordan.cundiff@du.edu


